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Hasty Concwusions. 


Although it is perhaps better in most mundane 
affairs to form a definite and rapid conclusion than 
to halt between two opinions, it is well to look 
widely and carefully at all the facts and arguments 
before expressing your views. When the question 
is more or less one for the “expert” the rapid and 
definite method has many advantages. As a rule 
half your audience know nothing about the matter, 
and at once accept an opinion which is laid down 
with the air of one who knows. The other half 
know, Jittle more and seldom take the trouble to 
follow the conclusion with a view to test its truth. 
In scientific matters this ought not to be, but it 
often is. Ofcourse in science truth does prevail, 
and erroneous conclusions are ultimately refuted, 
but this requires time, and the author of the error 
may by the time he is found out, either have become 
a F.R.S. or passed on toa better world. About 
every thirty years the latest teachings of physiology 
and pathology are discovered to be quite wrong, and 
the rising generation (for a time) have a proud feel- 
ing of superiority over the old. In every-day prac- 
tice we often meet the hasty conclusion, and it is 
more excusable than in the law-courts or the 
laboratory, where one is supposed to think twice 
before speaking. The French physician who drew 
the attention of his class to a case of emphysema of 
the lung was cautious when he asked the patient if 
he was a member of a brass band. He was hasty, 
on the reply being made in the affirmative, in further 
asking what instrument he played. For the answer 
was— The big drum,” and that could have had 
nothing to do with the emphysema. 

But hasty conclusions may be wrong not only from 
want of logical skill but from insufficient acquaintance 
with facts. A certain method of treatment is adopted 
i @ case—possibly a novel method—and recovery is 
hastily credited to the treatment. Two dogs are seen 
with symptoms of intestinal disturbance—one has a 
little sodie chloride applied to the tail and the other 


Is subjected to laparotomy. Both recover---what is the 
conelnsion ? 
A very large thoroughpin is surgically treated and so 
ically subsides that only a blemish marks its seat. If 
your experience is only that one case an erroneous con- 
clusion might be drawn. When a perfectly analogons 
ending of other cases, to which nothing has been done, or 
which have been repeatedly blistered, is part of + ne’s 
experience the conclusion is or ought to be modified. 
O arrive at a correct general conclusion requires a 
owledge of a large number of individual cases. It is 
opinions on your own limited experi- 
cas bom applies to many different things. It may 
experience that half-a-crown is a liberal 
a patient. Such experience is local 
char _ London half-a-guinea is a frequent 
8e and five shillings the nsual one. 


SUCCESSFUL OPERATION FOR VENTRAL 
HERNIA. 


This case occurred last autumn in a foal about 
five months old: the lesion was the result of a kick 
by a horse and was on the off side of the abdomen 
and in aline with the stifle. 

On examination I found a very large cedematous 
swelling extending as far as the umbilicus, and 
fairly far forward. Although I felt certain a dis- 
placement of the bowels had taken place I could not 
locate the breach in the abdominal wall, owing to 
the vedema and tense condition of the skin, which 
had no wound upon it. 

I ordered hot fomentations until I saw the patient 
again, thus giving me a little time for consideration. 
As the animal was suffering a good deal from the 
partial strangulation of the intestines, I had him 
bound up with a large bandage in order to suspend 
and relieve the part, and at this time did not think 
him a good subject to operate upon. 

However, on seeing him next day exhibiting 
little or no inconvenience, I resolved to have him 
operated upon. On getting the owner’s consent I 
sent to Mr. T. M. Inglis, V.S., of Forfar, and on 
Noy. 14th we had the patient cast on a soft bed of 
straw, and then with the rope attached to small 
rope hobbles and over the joists, had his feet pulled 
up to make him lie on his back. We took careful 
antiseptic precautions preparatory to the operation, 
and then tried to locate the rupture. We could not 
make out the exact position of the internal wound 
even although the patient was now in this position. 
The owner's description assisted us in making the 
incision as near the rupture as possible. He pointed 
out the spot where he said he noticed what he 
termed a blister appearing, and this evidently grew 
larger in a very short time. 

The incision was made immediately over the part 
pointed out to us, and we were fortunate in having 
the skin wound exactly as we wished. On intro- 
ducing the hand a verv large wound could be felt 
in the abdominal wall, and roughly speaking I 
should say it measured eight by four inches. We 
had considerable difficulty in reducing the hernia, 
as the sac contained nearly all the bowels, but 
after careful manipulation we managed to get them 
within the abdomen. 

We now got the wound properly examined and 
found it to have a peculiar shape, very irregular, 
und each layer of muscle separated as if they had 
been carefully dissected. We found some trouble 
in introducing the suture needle as the bowels were 
in the wound, and it was with difficulty we kept 
them back. We took large holds with strong steri- 
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lised gut, but found we required a good deal of it, 
and here a difficulty presented itself at a critical 
time. Our large suture gut gave out, and we had 
only the fine quality to fall back on. Wealso knew 
by this time that the muscles were inclined to tear 
with the strong gut when pulling the stitches to- 
gether. We had therefore to turn our minds to 
procure some suitable material on the shortest 
possible notice. My attention was directed to the 
gut the weights hang on in the old grandfather 
clocks, and finding the owner had one he was dis- 
patched to bring the strings at once. We treated 
this gut with antisepticsin the best possible way under 
the circumstances, and continued the operation. 

This wound was gradually closed, and then the 
part well cleaned out with a warm solution of 

Jeyes’ fluid, and after drying we dusted the parts 
lightly with iodoform, and prepared to suture the 
external wound by the same interrupted methods. 
We sutured this fairly deep and tied each tightly to 
procure a slough, similar to the methods adopted by 
some in the treatment of umbilicel hernia. 

We kept this wound dressed with antiseptics 
several times a day in order to promote a healthy 
healing of the wound beneath the separation. After 
the operation we got our patient to his feet with a 
little assistance, and he walked about thirty yards 
to « comfortable box. We had his body suspended 
in a large clean sheet in the form of a bandage. 

Next day I found a collection of serum in the 
cavity which the hernia had occupied. I 
was not anxious to make an_ incision, but 
it collected so rapidly that I was afraid it might 
gain entrance through the internal wound, and 
might have become septic. On the third day I 
made a very small wound and allowed the fluid to 
drip away, and this part, like the others, was kept 
dusted with antiseptics. 

This case, Mr. Inglis informs me, is the worst 
one of hernia he has ever had to deal with, and I 
am of the same opinion. I am pleased, however, 
to state that this animal after being operated upon 
and until the present time has never exhibited 
symptoms of septic infection or any other 
trouble. 

This case also shows that the operation of hernio- 
tomy might often have good results, and I have no 
doubt is one of great interest to the majority of our 
profession. 

J. Garvig, M.R.C.V.S. 

Montrose. 


THE USE OF YEAST IN THE TREATMENT 
OF DISTEMPER. 


Yeast was formerly a very popular remedy in 
the treatment of various blood diseases in man and 
beast, but as with other popular remedies the fashion 
died out, and it fell into desuetude. Over 74 vears 
ago that able writer, the late William Youatt, men- 
tioned in a paper on distemper, read before the 
veterinary profession and afterwards reproduced in 
his work on The Dog, that “If the discharge from 
the nose become very offensive, the lips swelled and 


ulcerated, and the breath foetid, half an ounce of 
yeast may be administered every noon, and the 
tonics morning and night, and the mouth should be 
frequently washed with a solution of chloride of 
lime.” 

Recently the use of yeast, or its extracts, sold 
under various elegant names snch as zymine and 
antigourmine, is revived in the treatment of stran- 
gies of the horse and distemper in the dog, and is 
spoken favourable of by those veterinary surgeons 
and others who have adopted it. Herr Diffine, a 
veterinary surgeon at Riisselsheim, is stated to have 
had 75 cases, the majority had the disease in a 
grave form, even with nervous complications, re- 
cover after treatment with “antigourmine,” and he 
looks upon this beer yeast powder as a true specific 
against all forms of distemper. 

There is one thing certain, that if beer yeast or 
its extract has not all the properties claimed for it, 
it is harmless, and certainly should be tried in 
cases of distemper, and its trial should not stop 
with an occasional dose, but only after trying it on 
a number of cases and after it has been given 
regularly and repeatedly for some time. 

This authority, it is said, has also found that the 
serum of the blood of horses recovered from 
strangles curative of distemper. 

The anti-toxin or blood serum derived from an 
animal recovered from distemper or even froma 
horse recovered from strangles, by all meaus should 
be tried on valuable breeds, for instance, the 
Japanese, which nearly always succumb when 
suffering from this dreaded malady. It is said that 
distemper pure and simple is usually to be dreaded 
when complicated with the secondary or strepto- 
coccic¢ infection, and that strangles of the horse 184 
streptococcic infection. Hence the similarity of the 
two diseases, and in consequence the recommenda- 
tion ot the blood serum of the horse recovered from 
strangles in the treatment of distemper. Anti 
streptococcic serum is now issued from various 
institutions which manufacture vaccines and sel 
for the treatment of some human and anima 
diseases, and in case the blood serum of a horse Te 
covered from strangles is not available recourse May 
be had to this. It must be injected under the skin 
at suitable intervals. 

H. G. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THe DeLivery or A ScuistosoMA REFLEXUM.~ 
By M. G. Bruty. 


(Continued from p. 472.) 


Case IV.—Schistosoma reflexum delivered | by 
V.S. M. de Ridder, at Leerdaim. Patient was heifer. 
The end of the term of pregnancy was not know? 
The vulva was very narrow, so that it was very 
difficult to introduce the hand. A portion of oa 
afterbirth hung from the vulva. The cervix ute 
was easily passed with the hand and the arm. 
The foetus was in the uterus and quite enc! 
the amnion. 
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In about two hours violent labour pains came 
on; the monstrosity wholly surrounded by the 
amnion was delivered without help. To all appear- 
ances the cow was about seven months gone. The 
schistosoma showed further palatoschisis, hydro- 
cephalus, and brachygnathia. 


From literature and observation I come to the 
conclusion that extraction in toto of schistosoma is 
warranted if the bowels of the calf lie in the birth 
passage and the foetal pelvis lies in front of the 
pelvic entrance of the mother. Extraction can 
either be effected by a rope round the pelvis, by a 
blunt hook in front of the acetabulum or pelvis. The 
pliability of the monstrosity is favourable for its 
passage through birth way. 

The removal of protruded foetal bowels renders 
the true state of things more apparent, but is not 
necessary to effectextraction. If extraction in toto 
1s not possible there are two methods of procedure 
—sawing through the spinal column at any place 
with the chain saw, or the removal of a hind leg at 
the hip joint. Rectifying the position of a hind leg 
should never be attempted. If the limbs are in the 
birth passage remove those easiest to get at, and to 
do this only use small extraction force. If de- 
formed bones lie under the pubis then shove back 
the fetus till the bowels of the calf and foetal 
pelvis come in front of the entrance. 

MEASUREMENTS. 

Case I. 

Muzzle to first rib Cm. 70 50 55 20 
” root of tail a 65 40 50 51 
Patella to the claws . 50 52 46 24 
Ischial tuberosity to claws |. 70 
Withers to sole fore feet » 80-86 65 68 23 
Smallest cireumf. of mon- 

Strosity when 4 limbs 

bent to head * 83 86 58 64 
Weight of Monstrosity Kilogs. 1303 720 ‘114 64 

1. Without bowels. 2. With bowels. 3. With bowels 
partus prematurus. 

—Ex. Berliner Thiertirzt. Woch. 
G. M. 


RESEARCHES ON THE THYROID SYSTEM. 

y MM. J. CHenv and A. Moret. 

a thryoid body contains iodothyrine which ap- 
ts to be the active agent of the gland; it inter- 


gland in suppressing it leads to nutritive disturb- 
ance having a chronic course. 

The parathyroid bodies are different from an 
embryological, histological, and functional point of 
view; their removal leads to acute disturbance 
characterised by acute and fatal convulsive pheno- 
mena. 

The authors have asked of themselves if this 
totally different action was not due to another com- 
pound than iodothyrine, and have estimated the 
quantity of iodine in both organs of the rabbit, dog, 
and fowl. They have arrived at demonstrating that 
the proportion of iodine is very much less in the 
parathyroids, and that in consequence one should 
attribute the energic action of the parathyroid to. 
some other body than iodothryrine.—(Acad. des 
Sciences, avril, 1904.). 


RESEARCHES ON THE CAUSE OF NaturAL IMMUNITY 
OF THE VIPER AND ADDER. 


C. Phisalix has found that vipers and adders 
are not absolutely resistant to their respective 
venins, but whilst two.to four milligrammes suffice 
to kill by intra-cranial injection, 100 to 120 milli- 
grammes are necessary to cause death by intra- 
vascular injection. The greater part of the poison 
does not reach the nervous centres and is destroyed 
in the vessels. 

The author relates some experiments which have 
lead him to attribute immunity to a free antitoxin 
which neutralises the venin as soon as it penetrates. 
into the circulation.—(Ibid, Juin, 1904.) 

H. G. 


“Srepy Tor” puE TO ACHORION KERATHO- 

PHAGUS. 

Prof. Angelo Baldoni, cf Bologna, has established 
by a lengthy series of experiments that seedy toe 
and similar affections of the hoof are due to a 
mould, achorion kerathophagus, a micro-sporum, 
differing from the trichophagus and favi and other 
pathogenic hyphomycetes of the skin, whose 
peculiar culture ground is horny tissue. The 
better known varieties may be found co-existent 
with it, but it alone is responsible for the patho- 


genesis of the disease.—La. Clin. Vét. 


Toxic GASTRO-ENTERITIS IN A Cow. 


Lafitte being called to a cow that had been ill for 
four days found these symptoms: loss of appetite, 
groaning on movement, rapid breathing, dark urine, 
pain over the rumen, temp. 40°8, irregular pulse, 
defecation difficult and faeces black, stinking, and 
slimy; the rumen was distended and inert. 

The animal after coming off grass had been fed 
with raw and green tomatoes for a fortnight, and 
had developed an eruption of a papular character 
which had, however, disappeared; for a week or so 
her appetite had been uncertain. 

In spite of treatment the cow had seemed very 
much worse the day after, the evening temperature 
was 41° and poisoning seemed more acute. Lafitte 
deemed rumenotomy to be the only chance, and re- 
moved a mass of fcetid material which appeared to 
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temperature had fallen to 40°C., the animal drank a 
little but did not ruminate. An intestinal irrigation 
of 40 litres of water brought the temperature down 
another degree. The next day the rumen and 
bowels were both working, but the temperature had 
gone up, which was probably due to a swelling 
around the operation wound which had to be 
drained ; from this time there was a steady con- 
valescence, and in twelve days she was all right 
again. 

Lafitte considers that it was not simply a case of 
indigestion: but of poisoning of the gastro-intestinal 
tract by the raw tomatoes.—La Progrés Vét. 

F. E. P. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


OF IRELAND. 


THE 


The annual general meeting was held at the Gresham 
Hotel, Dublin, on Wednesday, January 18th, 1905, at 
6.30 p.m. The following members were present :— Prof. 
A. E. Mettam, Principal R.V. Coll. of Ireland, in the 
chair ; Messrs. M. Hedley, Veterinary Branch, D.A.T.L.; 
B. P. J. Mahony, Maryboro’; Capt. W. A. Pallin, A.V.D.; 
Profs. J. J. O}Connor, J. F. Craig, G. H. Wooldridge, 
and A C. Duncan, R.V. Coll. of Ireland; W. Cargill 
Patrick, Ballinasloe: J. H. Norris, Wexford; W. H. 
Wilkinson, W. H. Bradley, R. B. Freeman, R. H. Lam- 
bert, and J. McKenny, Dublin; A. J. Moffett, J. Hol- 
land, Ballinasloe; J. F. Healy, Midleton; O. D. Coll, 
Limerick ; H. Hannan, Vety. Branch, D.A.T.I.: also 
Messrs. F, A. Heney and M. Barlow, visitors. 

The following intimated their inability to attend :— 
Messrs. J. F. Hayes, E. Wallis Hoare, J. Bell, F. Kerr, 
F. W. Taylor, W. Pallin, J A. Thomson, 8. R. Tufts, 
W. Chambers, J. D. Whitty, E. B. McLay, .). O’Brien, 
A. Dobbyn, J. P. O'Reilly, P. D. Reavy, V. de V. 
Woodley, J. F. Mahony, J. Moir, W. Cathcart, J. H. 
Pierse, W. E. Elkins, H. Kelly, R. W. Flannery, J. 
Loughran, Col. J. Reilly, J. Purdy, Col. C. Steel, 
W. A. Potts, L. M. Maggee, J. Kernohan, T. L. Sim- 
cocks, G. Newsom, J. A. Jordan, J. Dunlop (Down- 
patrick), W.J. B. Devine, E. C. Winter, A. F. Apple- 
ton, J. Mark, C. J. Deathe, W. Dawson, R. Griffin, 
D. Hamilton, P. J. Howard, E. Finucane, W. A. Byrne, 
and J. D. Baker. 

New MeEMBERs. 

The following gentlemen were balloted for, and 
unanimously elected members of the Association :— 

Messrs. J. J. Wap, Taghadoe; and W. Daca, 
Tralee. 

The following gentlemen were nominated :--Messrs. 
F. A. Henry, M. Bartow, and H. Rosrnson. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The ofticers elected for 1905 areas follows :— 

President.—J. McKenny. 

Treasurer.—-M. Hedley. 

Secretary.—C. Allen. 

Vice-Presidents.—A. E. Mettam, J. V. Daly, F. Kerr, 
R. B. Freeman. 

Council. — W. H. Wilkinson, W. Cargill Patrick, 
W. A. Byrne, G. H. Wooldridge, W. Chambers. P. J. 
Howard, L. M. Magee, R. H. Lambert, E. C. Winter. 

Captain Pallin and Mr. Moffett kindly acted as 
Serutineers of the voting papers. 

In the absence of the President (Mr. Charles Allen) 
who was not able to attend, due to being laid up with 
a severe cold, Professor Mettam was elected to take the 
chair, which he vacated when the election ot officers had 


been declared, and the newly-elected President (Mr. J. 
McKenny) occupied the chair. 

On taking his seat, Mr. McKenny said,—In accepti 
the Presidency of that Association, he did so wit 
mingled feelings of pride, gratitude, and sorrow ; he was 
proud and grateful that they had conferred upon him 
the highest honour they could bestow, and deeply grieved 
at his inability to fulfil the duties to his own satisfaction, 
owing to his weakness and imperfections, which pre- 
viously were hidden from his vision by the dark clouds 
of self-conceit and similar unworthy environments. Now, 
however, when he reflected what good works might be 
accomplished by a President of their Association, those 
misty, delusive vapours had left him, and he found him- 
self on the dangerous pinnacle they had raised him to; 
and in the hopelessness of safe deliverance by his own 
powers, he cried for assistance. Yet in the midst of 
this terior he did not—like a drowning man—grasp at 
straws; he called on those who had placed him in the 
dilemma to aid him, and he felt confident that with 
their assistance the honour and integrity of that Associ- 
ation would be upheld in the advancement of science 
and the well-being of their profession. 

Mr. Hepiey (Hon. Treasurer) explained that owin 
to circumstances over which he had almost no control, 
he had not been able to have the balance sheet pre 
pared for that meeting. He had gone over the details 
very carefully, but there were some accounts wanting 
which should appear in it, and some cheques paid out 
which had not been lodged in the bank, and some other 
items which did not admit of the sheet being made com- 
plete. Hethonght the balance to credit would be be 
tween £5 and £10, and there was a fairly large sum 
dne for 1904 subscriptions. The reason he had not 
essed the members on this occasion was because they 
i shown such an enormous generosity in connection 
with the N.V.A. visit; and the result would be that he 
should have a good many guineas that year. He 
promised that the balance sheet would be in their hands 
before the next meeting, properly audited, and he ho 
it would verify what he had stated. 

Mr. McKeEnny said that in his capactiy of Secretary 
he was responsible for the suggested addendum _to Rule 
8, which would allow of the election of Life Members 
on payment of a fixed subscription; but wiser counse 
had since prevailed, and he asked leave to withdraw his 
proposal, which, on the motion of Mr. Holland, second 
by Mr. Healy, was granted. 

Report oF CoUNCIL. 


Your Council are pleased te be able to report that 
during the past year 26 new members have been added, 
and that we now number 144 members. Some of our 
members have gone abroad, and unhappily one of our 
most esteemed members (Col. Glover) has been take? 
away from us by death ; but although three members 
whose names were last year on our register do Lae 
appear thereon, yet we now number 144—which 1s 23 
more than last year. So far, numerically, we are strong: 
however, 1t is much more pleasing for us to have t 
congratulate you on the good work your association 
done within the past twelve months. 

We do not purpose going into these matters 10 on 
as they have tee already submitted to you, and (90 he 
as had been conside ed prudent) they appeared 10 2! 
Veterinary Record in the reports of the quarterly pene 
meetings ; but a brief resumé may at present 
ing to you, more particularly of the matters 

resent are under consideration. And it 1s 


nope that the experience of the success whic 
obtained by the combined efforts of the P 
through this and kindred associations ( 
and in seme cases abolishing grievances, will 
us to further action in protecting our rights an 
march of progress in the prefession. 
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Fig. 6.—Proctopexia. Bowel sutured to the abdominal wall. 


A, 


Abdominal wall. .B. Peritoneum. C, Mesentery. 


D, Rectum. E, Bladder. 


Fi 


&. 2.—Inoperable sarcoma of liver and other organs 


(from an Insh Terrier). A, Liver tissue. E, Sarcoma. 
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.—Inoperable Sarcoma of the ovaries and 


Pig. 3 
pelvis in a cat. , B, C, Sarcoma of ovaries 


and pelvis. DandE, Uterus. F, Bladder. 


Fig. 4.—Intussusception of the bowel (from a chow puppy), 


Fig. 5.—Prolapse of the bowel through the anus. 
(Sketched trom a bull puppy). 


To illustrate Prof. Hobday’s paper on Laparotomy. 
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Last year we (conjointly with the Irish Central Veteri- 
nary mg invited the National Veterinary Asso- 
ciation to hold their 1904 meeting in Dublin, and-—so 
far as we are aware—the members of that Association 
did not regret having accepted the invitation, and we 
hoped on a future occasion to be again favoured with 
their company. 

During the past year, the following papers were read, 
viz. :—Prot. G. H. Wooldridge—a paper entitled “ Abdo- 
minal Surgery in the Smaller Domesticated Animals” ; 
and Prof. J. J. O’Connor—-a paper on “ Quittor.” 

The matters dealt with, and on which conclusions were 
derived, are as follows :— 

1. A Bursary Fund of £40 has been subscribed with 
the object of giving annually a medal to the student of 
the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland who obtains the 
highest marks at his final examination, Class D. The 
student eligible shall have entered, and during the 
whole of his College curriculum been a student of, the 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. The medals have 
been designed, dies engraved, and we now hold five of 
the —. medals for competition, and one other 
which had been won by Mr. Allan Baker at the July 
examination. No doubt it will stimulate the ambition 
of other students to compete for a similar award, as the 
outcome of study and ability. We now lay before you 
one of the medals, and feel sure you will be pleased with 
it, the design has been carried out in a highly satisfac- 
tory manner by Messrs. Vanghton and Sons. 

2. Delegates were appointed to attend at various 
scientific conferences, and you have already received the 
reports thereon. 

3. Respecting veterinarians holding Government ap- 
pointments practising privately, we forwarded a com- 
munication on the subject to the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, and 
received an acknowledgment stating that the matter was 
receiving consideration ; since then we are pleased to be 
able to state that certain terms have been offered by the 
Treasury, but as these are not satisfactory to all the 
members of the veterinary staff the matter is still under 
consideration. 

4, A Conjoint Committee of the two Irish Veteri- 
nary Associations have dealt with the matter of Veteri- 
nary Inspectors under the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Acts, and you have been furnished with their 
report. 

Pe. The following gentlemen were elected Honorary 
ssociates of the V.M.A.I., and have received the certifi- 
cate conferring same :—- 

Prof. B. Bang, Copenhagen. 

Kite, M.D., Royal Vety. Coll., Munich. 

M.D., Vety. School, Milan. 

W Schutz, M.D., Vety. School, Berlin. 

Tiomassen, Utrecht, Holland. 
with \ he ¢ sorry to have to report that our negociations 
restricting eh Parke, Davis and Co., relative to their 
sale of veterinary serums and prophylac- 
lans, or prohibiting their sale to private 
nary When prescribed by qualified veteri- 
has been most unsatisfactory ; how- 

irm of well-k pleased to be able to state that another 
cluded arra en wholesale druggists have almost con- 
wishes with us not only to carry ont our 

with the ton - lave offered to enter into an agreement 
raga of this Association to supply us with 
chemie tis: and sundries at same prices as charged 
ists and druggists. 

wai applied to the main line railway com- 

0 atten'j Ing that the members of the Association 

ion in their fs quarterly meetings be granted a reduc- 
announce th: yo however, we are sorry to have to 
reqnest, at the companies declined to grant the 


8. We have granted two of our members permission 
to submit a matter, involving a question of profeesional 
etiquette, for our consideration. The members are will- 
ing toabide by ourdecision. We consider the adoption 
of this method of deciding such questions is more calcu- 
lated to promote harmony and good fellowship between 
members of the profession than the system adopted by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, whereby one 
member can secretly and with impunity vilify a brother 

wractitioner—no matter how frivolous a pretext he may 
ave for so doing. 

9. We do not consider it advisable to comment on the 
scheme re the appointment of veterinary dispensary 
ofticers, as the Committee appointed to go into the 
matter are this evening to lay before you a report 
thereon. 

10. We had under consideration what steps we should 
take in the matter of the reports contained in The 
Veterinary Record relative to the announcement made 
by the Principal of the Camden Town Veterinary Col- 
lege that the professors of that College “dare not look 
at a horse outside the College, except in consultation,” 
and the opposite reports containing facts which diametri- 
cally contradict the former. Mr. Allen was elected to 
bring the matter before the Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons at their December meeting, 
but pressure of professional duties prevented him from 
being present at the said meeting. 

11. We submitted to the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons two cases in which retail chemists 
used the word “veterinary” in such a manner as in our 
opinion would mislead the public. In one case the 
Secretary of the R.C.V.S. intimated that the Council “ do 
not consider it a case in which they can interfere.” The 
other case in still sub judice ; however, your Secretary 
has received from the Secretary of the R.C.V.S. a letter 
in which he states “ the Committee desire me to ask you 
kindly to ascertain if a properly qualified V.S. is em- 
ployed by the firm, and under what allowance,” whereas 
in one of the communications submitted for their con- 
sideration, the information had already been given. 

12. Your Council recommended that our Secretary 
(Mr. Allen) shall appoint an amanuensis, and that he be 
paid £10 per annum for such duties. 


Mr. Cot wished to know what had been done in con- 
nection with remedying the grievances of Union inspec- 
tors—referred to at a previous meeting, and what reply 
had been given by the Department of Agriculture to 
their letter. 

Mr. Hep.ey read that portion of the printed report 
of their last meeting, page 6, that dealt with the 
matter, viz: 

“Tt was unanimously resolved to forward the follow- 
ing resolution to the proper quarter at an early date :—- 

“ Whereas the duties of veterinary inspectors under 
the County and Urban Councils of Ireland vary very 
much in extent and variety, and are undefined, said 
duties are every day on the increase, and likely to be 
still more increased in the future, we respectfully suggest 
that said duties be detined specifically, and that all 
extra work imposed on the Inspectors be paid for by 
proper and adequate remuneration. We suggest also 
that some uniformity be instituted both in the way of 
salary and emoluments, as well as specific duties.” 

Mr. Cott asked if that had been followed up by any 
action, and did they receive any reply, or was the matter 
to end there ? 

Mr. Patrick (as Secretary of the Sub-Committee ap- 
pointed to look after the matter) explained that he had 
written to the several members of his Committee, but got 
no reply. He had been particularly anxious to have a 
meeting that evening to decide what they should do, but 
could not get them together. However, the matter was 
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under consideration, and he promised they should have 
a reply later on. 


CONSIDERATION OF A MATTER AT ISSUE BETWEEN 
two MemBers.—(Names, for obvious reasons, being 
suppressed). 


Mr. A. explained ‘the nature of the charge he had to 
bring against Mr. B., both practising in the same town 
He said the latter was employing an unqualified 
man to go out to cases in his absence, even cases where 
the clients had come to look for him (Mr. A.) first, and 
found himaway. This man (Mr. C.) was living with 
Mr. B. and was sent out to attend cases, and got the 
usual fee. He(Mr. C.) was not even a student at Col- 
lege, or he (the speaker) would not mind. Mr. C. had 
been with Mr. B. for the last four or five years, and the 
speaker had patiently borne with the grievance as well 
as he had been able ; the matter, however, had come to 
such a crisis that he considered it his duty to write to 
Mr. B. on the subject, andif they wished he would read 
the correspondence that had passed between them on 
the subject ; it would be the quickest way to get at the 
root of the matter. 

The speaker (having read the correspondence) con- 
tinued that Mr. B. was passing off this man under cover 
of his name, and that it was not fair either to the public 
or tothe profession. This assistant (Mr. C. by name) 
was taking the place of a newly-qualitied student from 
the College, who would be looking for work to commence 
a practice. It wasa lowering of the profession, and an 
injustice to him (the speaker). Clients generally had a 
trial of quacks before they were wise enough to consult 
a professional man, and when they made up their minds 
to have duly qualified advice, they should haveit. He 
tried not to be personal or vindictive, his only object 
was to endeavour to have the grievance discontinued. 
He could have gone to the Registration Committee of 
the R.C.V.S., and said all sorts of things, but he left the 
decision in the hands of the Association. 

Mr. B. explained that Mr. C., who had been living 
with him for little more than a year as one of the family, 
was really his pupil, with this difference, that a pupil 
usually paid for his pupilage, while the speaker paid 
Mr.C. for clerical and other assistance. te was well 
known in the district that Mr. C. was going in for the 
profession when it could be arranged. His antecedents 
were well known, and everyone was aware that he was 
not qualified; therefore he (the speaker) could not see 
that there was any misrepresentation. Besides he might 
mention that Mr. C. always made it his business to ex- 
plain that he was not qualified. The client referred to 

was really a client of his (the speaker) and was on bis 
books for ten years; this client was not looking for Mr. 
A. on the occasion mentioned. Mr. C. attended in his 
(the speaker’s) absence, and took the fee, and on the 
speaker’s return he took up the case himself. He had 
nothing further to addin his defence, as he did not con- 
sider it necessary. 

A member asked if Mr. C. was an “articled” pupil. 
Did he pay any fee or sign any indenture? No. 

A Mewber asked if Mr. B would keep Mr. C. under 
the conditions on which he had him if be @id not intend 
becoming a veterinary surgeon? (Certainly not.) 

In reply to other questions, Mr. B. said his assistant 
was 26 years of age, and X. was his native district. Said 
assistant had done no practice previously, but had ex- 
perience of stock on a large estate; he was the son of a 
steward. 

A Member said they had heard both sides of the 
question, and it would appear to him that the whole 
case hinged on whether Mir. C. was a pupil or not 
Replying to Mr. A., he said it was rather difficult t 
really define what a “ pupil” was. 

A Member recalled a statement made to him by Mr. B 


| 
when he (the speaker) was at X. Replying to his (the 


speaker’s) question as to how he managed business in 
his absence, he told him there was a young fellow with 
him who attended some of the cases, and who intended 
going on to the ba me | College as soon as he got his 
tinances in order. He (the speaker) had a few pupils in 
his time—he did not hope to have many more—but he 
never yet had a fee from one. 

A Member related his experience as an articled pupil, 
and said that it was an understood thing that in the 
absence of the principal, he (speaker) should see any 
callers, and attend cases that were brought to the sur- 
gery. There were no qualms of conscience on his part; 
and if there was a case of “covering ” on the part of his 
principal, well the operation went on for another two or 
three years. In all probability the gentleman referred 
to by Mr. A. nay not be able, owing to circumstances 
over which he had no control, to present himself at col- 
lege as soon as he would like to; if that were the case, 
he had a certain amount of sympathy with Mr. A., be- 
cause in his case it was two to one-—he had two 
opponents in his practice. However, the condition of 
things in X. was ona par with cases in many parts of 
England that he (the speaker) knew of; and he a 
thought that Mr. B. was committing any breach of Rule 
114. He knew of a case where a man joined a veteri- 
naly surgeon as a pupil many years ago, and afterwards 
became an assistant; he was now about 60 years of age, 
and he had not gone to College yet. 

As regarded the suggestion made that they should 
decide the question by means of the ballot-box—a_black 
bean if the member thought Mr. ©. was not a pupil, and 
a white bean if he was—he would not like to see It 
going to such a vote. Their Association was not for the 
making of differences, which they would probably do, 
but for the healing of them. = 

The proper course to follow, in his opinion, would be 
for Mr. A. and Mr. B. to enter into some sort of agree- 


‘ment, whereby Mr. B. would undertake that the pupil in 


question will enter College, say, within the next 18 
months, if not, that the matter will again be brought 
forward by Mr. A. before the Association ; and if the 
pupil adopts the above course, then Mr. A. will be 
satistied that he means to become a member of the pro- 
fession. (Hear, hear). 

He (the speaker) accordingly proposed that such a0 
agreement be entered into between the two members 
concerned. This was seconded by another member, whe 
considered that it should please all — in the dis: 
pute ; they would be better satisfied hereafter with this 
settlement of the difticulty than if others which h 
been suggested were to be adopted. ; h 

On being put to the meeting by the Chairman, the 
resulution was unanimonsly carried. The resolution 
reads as follows :— be 

“That the matter between Messrs. A. and B. h 
arranged by entering into an engagement with eac 
other that if Mr. C.—who is now stated to be a anor 
does not take up his studentship within 18 —_ 
from date, the atter beagain brought before the oe 
of this Association for consideration. Mr. B. herew! 
undertakes that Mr. C. shall undergo his Preliminaty 
Examination this 1905. Dated this 18th day of January; 
1905. (Signed) A. 


President—2J as. 


VETERINARY DIspENSARY OFFICERS. 


The Committee of the veterinary profession resident 
in Ireland, which was formed to consider the alee 
scheme re the appointment of Veterinary ee: 
Officers in Ireland, consisting of the following mem 
—Messrs. C. Allen, Dublin ; W. A. Byrne, Roscomm®’: 
M. J. Cleary, Mullingar ; W. Dawson, Cava?» 
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G. Newsom, Ashford ; 


Dobbyn, Waterford ; J. Dunlop, Downpatrick ; R. 
Griffin, Drogheda ; D. Hamilton, Ballina ; J. F. Healy, 
Midleton ; M. Hedley, Dublin ; E. Wallis Hoare, Cork : 
P. J. Howard, Ennis ; J. J. Kelly, Dublin ; J. Kernohan, 
Ballymena ; J. ——e and A. E. Mettam, Dublin ; 

. L. Orr, Strabane ; W. Cargill 
Patrick, Ballinasloe ; J. J. Ross, Belfast; R. J. Sargent, 
Mullingar ; J. A. Thompson, Lurgan ; and E. C. Winter, 
Limerick ; presented the following report, which was 
read by Mr. Cargill Patrick, who had acted as Secre- 
tary :— 

aN Committee meeting was held in the Gresham 
Hotel, Dublin, on January 18th, at 4.30 p.m., the follow- 
ing being present :—Messrs. M. Hedley (Chair), B. P. J. 
Mahony, J. F. Healy, J. Holland, George Newsom, 
J. McKenny, and W. Cargill Patrick. 

The following gentlemen were unable to attend, but 
wrote their opinions on the subject, which were read at 
the meeting: Messrs. W. Dawson, Arthur Dobbyn, 
E. C. Winter, J. A. Thompson, J. Kernohan, and J. L. 


The subject for discussion was spoken upon by all 
present, and the following resolution was unanimously 
carried. 

‘That the Committee appuinted to consider the scheme 
referring to a Veterinary coum Service for Lreland, 
having carefully dealt therewith, are of opinion that the 
time has not yet arrived when the Veterinary Body Cor- 
porate should make advances in this direction, and 
advises that the present scheme be postponed sine die.” 

Prof. Merram presumed that most of them agreed 
with the finding of the Sub-Committee. They should 
keep their eyes open and see how things fashioned them- 
selves. Therefore he put it to that meeting that the 
report of the Sub-Committee be adopted by the Asso- 
¢lation.—-Carried unanimonsly. 

The members then adjourned for dinner, which was 
followed by an enjoyable impromptu musical entertain- 
ment, sustained principally by Messrs. Wilkinson, Heney, 
Mettam, Craig, and Healy. 


LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting was held Sin the Physiologica 
heatre, Liverpool Universit , on Thursday, Nov. 16, 

in There were present the President, Prof. Boyce, 
‘RS, in the chair, and over fifty members and visitors. 
The following paper was read : 


ie Practica VALUE oF LAPAROTOMY FOR SOME 
‘BDOMINAL DisEASES AND A New METHOD OF 
REATING PROLAPSED RECTUM. 


By Frepk. Hospay, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E. 


t . he — of successful abdominal surgery, since 
ae — of the antiseptic treatment to the un- 
i ah ye and to wounds, has been simply wonderful ; 
day “Ws ul even to the surgeon who is operating every 
pe oo tt must be considered something akin to the 
mind mance of a miracle when viewed by the lay 


wan patients of the veterinary surgeon antiseptic 
| “oes of surgery have conferred almost as great a 
thou h n those of the practitioner of human surgery, 
exercised n animals the scope in which surgical skill is 
and alao of frequently limited by consideration of cost 
wards, of the practical utility of the patient after- 

For example, j 
of €, In human surgery, in cases of cancer 
sth bowel, a patient’s life can be preserved for a few 
or perhaps years) by the operation of colotomy, 


whereby a false exit is made for fecal matter. Such an 
operation would hardly be considered justifiable in a 
horse, dog, or cat, the more humane method being re- 
sorted to of painlessly destroying the animal. 

Appendicitis, too, so commonly met with in man is 
not to be found in any of our patients (except perhaps 
the rabbit) for a — simple reason, although, as you 
will see by the sketch and actual specimen I have here, 
we do occasionally get a very near approach to it in the 
dog at all events. (7g. 1). 

I have now had occasion to open the abdomen of one 
or other of the domesticated animals 473 times, 123 of 
which have been in the horse, more than 300 in the 
dog and cat, and the remainder in cattle or other 
animals, 

I have carefully recorded notes of the cases, and it 
is principally a reswmé of these which I propose to 
bring re so you to-day. 

I had at first intended to include in my paper the 
whole of the list of abdominal operations which are 
practicable, such, for example, as lithotomy, ovariotomy, 
Cesarean section, etc., but I found the list so lengthy 
that I decided to ask permission to slightly alter the 
title and to confine myself merely to laparotomy itself 
and the surgery of certain affections of the abdominal 
organs, for the relief of which the further use of the 
knife is not necessary, the “non-cutting” abdominal 
operation if | may be permitted to use such a definition. 

It has long been definitely established that a consider- 
able amount of interference can be tolerated in connec- 
tion with the uterus and ovaries, and the surgery, too, of 
the bladder has been well worked out, not only in the 
smaller animals but also in the horse. It is on the sub- 
ject of the digestive organs that there is still room for 
much original research, especially in the case of the 
horse. The large size of this animal, the enormous 
weight of the intestine, and the difficulties under which 
the surgeon has to work in regard to asepsis, will always, 
I fear, make the question a difficult one to deal with 
even for the specialist. 

Amongst the operations which we shall take to-day I 
shall ask you to discuss the practical application of 
exploratory laparotomy to the removal of foreign bodies, 
dystokia, reduction of twist and intussusception, the 
removal of obstruction, and suture of the bowel to the 
abdominal wall in cases of prolapse ; whilst I also wish 
to bring before your notice a method of treating pro- 
lapsed rectum which is, I believe, new to the veterinary 
profession. I particularly wish to introduce this opera- 
tion here because through the kindness of their respec- 
tive owners and the veterinary practitio: crs whose cases 
they were, I am able to show you to-day two patients 
upon which this operation has actual y been done. 
There is, as we are all aware, a vast deal of difference 
between the danger involved when the abdominal wall 
only is incised, as nowadays modern antiseptic treatment 
has almost banished peritonitis, but when the stomach 
or bowels have been opened no surgeon will dare to give 
a certain prognosis of success until a few days have 
elapsed. 

may be merely for explora- 
tory purposes with the object of detecting sume obscure 
disease of the internal organs, for the removal of some 
foreign body, or for the reduction of hernia. In all 
cases where the abdominal organs have to be exposed to 
view a laparotomy must be, of necessity, the preliminary 
operation. 

It shonld always be done under some anesthetic 
and, of course, with the strictest regard to antiseptic 
measures. Jf these two precautions are really avtended 
to any ordinary expert and careful operator may, pro- 
vided his patient is reasonably fit and properly prepared, 
open the abdomen without fear. ; ; 

It is of value to demonstrate beyond question the im- 
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possibility of successful surgical procedure, such as 
when a condition like that shown in these two sketches 
are revealed. (igs. 2 and 

For exploratory purposes alone [ have used it man 
times. In four cases of acute gastritis in the dog, whic 
no medicinal remedies appeared to alleviate, we could 
detect no cause, exploratory laparotomy was performed. 
All recovered and, to my own surprise, the vomiting 
ceased immediately from the date of operation. 

For dystokia, when all methods to reach a foetus or a 
portion of a foetus have failed, laparotomy may be per- 
formed and the missing portion manually assisted into 
the parturition forceps which had been passed through 
the vaginal passage. This isalways worth a trial before 
deciding to perform hysterectomy or Cvesarean section. 
My partner, Mr. Ridler, -M.R.C.V.S., and our assistant, 
Mr. Hodgins, M.R.C.V.S., saved a valuable bull bitch in 
this way in May last, a pup’s head having been left in 
the uterus. 

The foreign bodies swallowed by cattle and hy the dog 
and cat are almost too numerous to mention. In the 
rumen of the former spoons and other curious things 
have frequently been recorded, and in the dog and cat 
stones, meat skewers, corks, and lady’s hat pins are per- 
haps the most commonly met with. On one occasion IL 
found on post-mortem a two shilling. piece which had 
been definitely known to have been swallowed five years 
before, and which had made a little elongated pocket 
for itself in a portion of the stomach. 

Once one can be assured of the presence of a foreign 
body which is injuring the health of the patient and 
likely to cavse death, if medicinal aid does not effect a 
satisfactory issne surgical aid should be called in, and an 
exploratory laparotomy performed before the patient be- 
comes exhausted 

For the removal of obstruction an irritating foreign 
body in the intestinal tube may sometimes be passed 
es by the fingers towards the rectum and so got rid 
of. 

The stone specimen you see here was obtained in this 
way froma fox terrier dog, the patient was in great 
pain and looked almost 7 extremis but picked up 
almost at once after the stone had been taken away. 

In obstinate cases of bowel impaction the hard faeces 
can, in the dog, be massaged with the ends of the fin- 
gers, the hand being introduced into the abdomen and 
the concretion mass carefully kneaded from either end 
to begin with, and gradually broken down. This opera- 
tion is very successful if done before the patient becomes 
exhausted, and we have had two successful cases in 
hospital during the last few months. It is much safer 
than one involving the incision of the gut. In the last 
of the two dogs above mentioned the animal was known 
to have had a stoppage for some days, and the process 
of kneading took just three-quarters of an hour, an 
assistant removing the lumps per rectum as they were 
broken off. Enemas were used during the following 
days, strychnine was given internally and the wound 
healed rapidly, and the patient did not show the slight- 
est sign of discomfort afterwards. 7 

In the horse | have twice attempted this operation, 
once with temporary success, as the patient lived for 
five days afterwards, and the case has already been re- 
corded. (Journal of Comparative Pathology and Thera- 
peuties, vol. x., p. 355). The patient had a distinct ob- 

struction which could be felt per rectum through the 
bowel wall. With the assistance of Mr. Bell and Mr. 
Browning, both M.R.C.V.S. laparotomy was performed 
in the flank ; the obstruction was readily found, and 
after persistent kneading through the bowel wall, be- 
came broken up into numerous small pieces which 
eventually passed per rectum. The patient became out 
of pain immediately and appeared to be doing well for 
tive days, but at the end of this time relapsed and died 


suddenly. Post-mortem examination revealed the exis- 
tence of a second caleulus which I had overlooked. Both 
the one which remained and the the one broken up 
were of the ordinary dust or dung-ball variety. 

In a second case which I had the opportunity of 
operating upon in August last the horse had had ob- 
struction of the bowels for five days and was in continu- 
ous and violent pain. Feeling sure of the presence ofa 
calculus [ obtained the owner’s consent to operate and 
cut down through the right flank under chloroform. 
There was no difficulty whatever about finding the cal- 
culus and, being unable to raise the bowel which con- 
tained it to the surface, I tried by massage to break it 
down. Failing in this I forcibly moved it back into the 
large colon, right away from the narrow place in which 
it had become blocked. The patient was out of pain 
from that moment, and during the next twenty-four 
hours passed a large quantity of semi-fluid feces and 
was quite hungry and apparently comfortable. At the 
end of twenty-four hours a paroxysm of pain recurred 
and the horse died suddenly. 

A post-mortem examination revealed gangrene of the 
bowel just at the site where the stone had been lodged 
for some days, and my regret was that I had not operated 
two days earlier. The specimen which caused the 
trouble is the calculus shown here. 

Although these two experiences did not terminate 
successfully they certainly gave some amount of promise, 
but the difficulties of manipulating the large colon in 
such a way as to open it, extract a calculus, and_after- 
wards suture it up, doing all antiseptically, are well nigh 
insuperable. 

The most unfortunate thing about calculus in the 
horse is that it is practically always in a most inaccesst- 
ble and inoperable place. Were they only situated in 
the small bowel something might much more readily 
be done. Some dust concretions are sufficiently soft to 
be manipulated and broken down, and I think that in 
cases of this kind this operation is always worth a trial. 
I hope that we may yet hear of a successful result. 

For the reduction of hernia the radical, method, which 
includes laparotomy, has much to commend it in all 
animals. Many cases in which it has been performed 
successfully have been placed on record, one very ¢ 
instance being recorded only last week in the horse by 
Messrs. Chambers and Dyson. (Veterinary Record, Oct. 
29, 1904). 

It is practicable in the horse and ox as well as ID 
the smaller animals, and the secrets of success lie in the 
application of anesthetics, strict antiseptic precautions. 
and close suturing afterwards. The latter is particularly 
important, as after the reduction of a hernia there }s 
always a heavy strain upon the wound for a few days 
and it requires all the support which can _be afforded. 
The radical operation is now so commonly performed 
and its merits are so generally acknowledged that one 
hardly need do more than mention it in the list 0 
practicable operations. 

Twist of the bowel, once diagnosed, or even suspected, 
should be treated in the small animals by laparotomy 
and manual manipulation. In the dog at all events ® 
successful issue can be assured if the patient has not 
become exhausted. Ihave only met with one definite 
case, but this was treated by an exploratory laparotom) 
to find ont the cause of the persistent pain; torsion © 
the bowel was revealed, this was put into its norm 
situation and the patient woke up from the anzsthetl¢ 
free from pain and made an excellent recovery. 

In the horse I have also made the attempt, ; 
most utter failure. The weight of the bowels, the °” 
fined space in which one has to work, and the inextt’ 
able tangle into which the horse’s bowel seem a 
will usually baffle the ingenuity of the surgeo! 
when he has the bowel removed from the cadaver. 
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intend to make the attempt again when a favourable 
opportunity offers, but I firmly believe that it is quite 
impossible in the majority of cases in the horse to untie 
the twist and replace the bowel in its normal situation. 

Intussusception is much more tractable to manage 
and, as the bull-dog patient here before you to-day 
forcibly illustrates, an intussusception can in many in- 
stances be readily put right after laparotomy is per- 
formed. “ee this trouble is met with in the 
horse and larger animals, but personally I have not yet 
had a chance to operate. I am hoping to glean some in- 
formation regarding this to-day. In the dog, however, 
especially the puppy, it is fairly frequent, and I have 
operated a number of times. Round worms are usually 
supposed to be a common cause if they exist in great 
numbers. When once the sausage-shaped swelling, 
accompanied by abdominal pain and irregular action 
of the bowels and straining, can be felt through the 
abdominal wall, no time should be lost before the scalpel 
is brought into play. If left for too long a time ad- 
hesions will take place, the lumen of the gut will be- 
come occluded, and the more serious operation of enterec- 
tomy may be necessary. Another specimen which I 
have here illustrates this well, and I shall allude to this 
again later on when speaking of prolapsed rectum, as_ it 
demonstrates a point to which i wish to call particular 
attention. (Fig 4.) 

The operation itself is simple if firm adhesions have 
not already formed, the invaginated portion of bowel 
being gently pulled asunder by the fingers until the gut 
is completely straightened out again into its normal 
sitnation. 

Prolapse of the bowel through the anus is a condition 
which al of us have at some time or other met with, and 
the operation which I shall presently particularly des- 
cribe Is as practicable for the horse and larger animals 
as in the case of the cat and dog; it is equally applicable 
too to other conditions, such as prolapse of the vagina, 
and even to some hernie. 

rolapse of the bowel is very commonly met with in 
dogs, especially puppies, and these are the patients we 
are most commonly called upon to treat for this condi- 
tion, Usually it is the reetum which protrudes, but not 
tncommonly it is the colon. It causes a great deal of 
alarm to the owner, and rightly, too, as it is a serious 
would eventually cause death if neglec- 

uy 

The sketch I have here was taken from the condition 
exhibited by one of the patients before you to-day and 
Consists really of colon. In each of these two dogs be- 
ore you now the bowel protruded for a considerable 
ength, but in the one it was rectum and the other dis- 
tinctly intussuscepted colon. The diagnosis between 
these two portions of gut is made partly by the amount 
Ag and partly because, after reduction and re- 
the” if an examination is made with the extremity of 
finger one can tell at once by the feel 
a - ~ there is still a sausage shaped swelling in front 
ne ether the invagination of the rectal walls has been 
a —y If, when the bowel has been put back, one 
eh feel this swelling in front and the gut is per- 
put ont again, the intussusception may be 
swell; an suspected and if, in addition, a sausage-like 

vvulng can be felt through the abdominal walls, the 

may be confidently aftirmed. 
of treatment of this troublesome condi- 
aeearen ee three, and I propose to-day to intro- 
another for your consideration. 
mac Herd and simplest is to return the prolapsed 
eep it in place by means of interrupted or 
manent Poach sutures. Sometimes this gives a per- 
disap —_— but, more often than not, the result is 
day thie * ng. In each of the two cases before you to- 
canal rin peration had been done many times, and the 
8 Was, naturally enough, somewhat lacerated. 


The second method is that of amputation, and in the 
specimen I have here where matters had been neglected 
until such firm adhesions had formed, that would have 
been the only course open. This gives a reasonable 
number of successes but I do not think it is to be com- 
pared with either of the other two which I am about to 
mention. 

Briefly the details of operation are that the surgeon 
cleanses the parts thoroughly, inserts a bougie (an 
ordinary thermometer case improvises very well) into the 
lumen of the gut, pass sutnres through the wall of the 
bowel and the at ring at frequent intervals, and then 
excises below this with a sharp scalpel. The anus is 
afterwards treated antiseptically, and the patient dieted 
rigorously for a few days. 

In the third method, technically termed a “ proc- 
topexia,” laparotomy is performed, the prolapsed bowel 
withdrawn with the abdomen and sutured to the ab- 
faa) wall as illustrated in the sketch I have here. 

‘Ug. 6. 

This was done in the case too of one of the dogs be- 
fore you to-day. In connection with this it is worth 
while to note that on account of the elasticity of the 
mesentery and of the continual weight of the faces in 
the rectum, the latter is apt to stretch and may 
even allow the bowel to come out again. This is what 
had actually occurred in the subject of the sketch I have 
here. You will see at the place marked C that there is 
quite a length of mesentery, whereas when I| performed 
the operation I really sutured it quite close to the 
abdominal wall. I thought at the time that my sutures 
must have given way I found upon opening the 
abdomen again that this was not the case as a good firm 
adhesion had taken place. 

The fourth method, which is not original as regards 
the human subject, is, | believe, new in veterinary sur- 
gical practice, and consists in the narrowing of the 
lumen of the relaxed anus by the subcutaneous and sub- 
mucous injections of sterilised paraftin wax. 

It was first attempted by Gersung, of Vienna, and 
has been brought to the front in England in human sur- 
gery by Mr. Stephen Paget, F.R.C.S., who has very 
kindly showed me his methods, and indeed helped me 
to operate upon my first canine patient. 

The apparatus necessary consists of a supply of steri- 
lised_ paraftin wax, such as is specially prepared for 
plastic operations (and a specimen of which I have here) 
with a melting point of somewhere between 110 and 115 , 
a hypodermic syringe with a fair lumen of needle, the 
latter to have the ordinary sharp point, plenty of boiling 
water, some cotton wool swabs and two basins or pie- 
dishes in which the melting can be done. 

The wax bottle is placed in one basin and covered 
sufficiently with boiling water to cause melting, in the 
other water is poured as cold as possible. Sterile swabs 
are placed ineach. The syringe and needle are boiled 
and used straight out of the steriliser. 

The patient (I am now referring to some small animal 
such as the dog or cat) is placed on the operating table 
in the abdominal position, the anal region is shaved, 
washed with ethereal soap etc., and rendered surgically 
clean in the usual manner, and painted with cocaine, or 
the latter used hypodermically. The rectum is usually 
empty and should be swabbed out with chinosol or other 
antiseptic. 

The needle is then inserted, being guided by a finger 
placed into the rectum and a certain amount of wax, 
sufficient to form an artificial pillar, is inserted between 
the coats of the bowel. During this process hot swabs 
are held over the needle to prevent consolidation of the 
wax, and as soon as it is completed water, as cold as 
possible, is used in the same way to make the wax set in 
the tissues. In mild cases it is only necessary to insert 
the needle a little distance, and thus make the wax in 


jections only subcutaneous. This process is repeated in 
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either two or four places at the discretion of the opera- 
tor. Each of these two patients before you to-day have 
four pillars, one above, one below, and one on either 
side, and by a curious coincidence both came up for 
operation on the same day. 

Patient No. 1 had only a prolapsed rectum, but it gave 
an awful lot of trouble, and although put back and 
sutured repeatedly, a! ways returned. 

Proctopexia was performed, the bowel being sutured 
to the abdominal wall, and I thought that this had 
effected a permanent cure ; you can feel here the place 
where the laparotomy incision was made All went 
well for about three months when the bowel again began 
to give trouble. The wax operation was now done, and 
the bowel has remained in place ever since, the owner 
having recently refused £600 for the dog. 

Patient No. 2 had about seven inches of bowel pro- 
truding, and this had also been returned many times 
with only temporary success. With the middle finger 
in the rectum an intussusception could plainly be detec- 
ted. Laparotomy was performed, the intussusception 
reduced, the wound healed by primary union, and all 
went well for a month. One morning, in fact the very 
day upon which the animal was to leave hospital, the 
bowel protruded a little again, this time clearly rectum, 
so to make all safe the wax operation was done. 

As in each case there has been no return of the pro- 
lapse, and as the operations were done about ten months 
ago, I think they may legitimately be considered as 
successes. I have only yet done five cases but each one 
has successfuly attained the desired object; one was 
done ten days ago, a most obstinate case, the poor 
beast’s anus being terribly lacerated with the sutures 
which had been inserted and torn out again, and up to 
the present there has been no relapse. 

In all cases the diarrhcea which had been present 
ceased almost at once; in fact, Mr. Paget informed me 
that this was one of the chief points to be watched in 
connection with the sequel in human patients, as it so 
often caused constipation. 

The chief bad sequelze to be feared, as I understand, 
are those of sepsis and embolus, and that the wax will 
not set hard or will cause necrosis of the surrounding 
tissues. Sepsis must be guarded against by rigid atten- 
tion to antiseptic measures, and embolus by care being 
taken not to penetrate any large vessel when performing 
the injection. 

I have not met with any of these at present, but of 
course my experience is still »ery small. In one instance 
a few small holes did certainly form around the anus 
and I was able to extract a cartain amount of the wax, 
but they did not give rise to any serious trouble and 
soon healed up again. I attributed them at the time to 
the general debilated conditions and bad surroundings 
of the patient, as the dog unluckily had a bad attack of 
pneumonia about three weeks afterwards and it was 
only then that this occurred. I think, at all events, 
that this method is worthy of a more extended trial. It 
can also be applied to prolapse of the vagina, hernia, and 
several other conditions. 

Before concluding, I should like to make it clear that 
1 do not make light of a aparotomy, but what I do 
think is that we might save many more patients than 
we do if only we resorted to it more. 

All operations which necessitate the opening of the 
abdomen must of necessity involve some risk, and our 
clients should always be told that, but Ido say that in 
the dog or cat, provided modern antiseptic precautions 
are adopted rigorously and a satisfactory anesthesia 
established, the risk to the patient of a laparotomy alone 

is even less than that involved in the amputation of a 
limb. Surgical peritonitis, which used to be the bug- 
bear of the surgeon, whether human or veterinary, has 
been practically banished, and if the wound is sutured 
close to prevent it from bursting when the weight of the 
internal organs is put upon it, and then hermetically 


sealed with iodoform colloid to prevent subsequent in- 
fection, the surgeon need scarcely feel the slightest 
anxiety, and the wound will heal per primam in the 
majority of cases. . 


An interesting discussion followed in which the 
following gentlemen took part: Professors Boyce and 
Williams, Messrs. Fletcher, Richardson, Henry Sumner, 
and Share-Jones. 

On the motion of the President the Essayist was 
accorded a hearty vote of thanks. 

The SECRETARY, nominated at the last meeting, was 
elected a member of the Society, and the following 
gentlemen were nominated for membership : Prof. Owex 
WituiaMs, Messrs. Jowett, Bennett, H. O. Ricnarp, 
and T. F. HurcHrnson. 

The members then adjourned to the Veterinary 
Laboratory where several new specimens were exhibited 
including a number of rare anatomical specimens collec- 
ted in Egypt by Professor Boyce, and an interesting 
specimen of abnormal vesiculz seminales presented by 
Mr. Henry Sumner. Jno. T. SHARE-JoNES, Hon. Sec. 


SWINE FEVER. 


Swine fever has of late years been such a pest to 
British breeders, and caused so much disclocation of 
business in the markets, that agriculturists generally 
will learn with much pleasure that the outbreaks are 
showing a most satisfactory diminution. The Board of 
Agriculture has sent out a statement of the outbreaks 
in the past two years, the figures for 1904 being for 5} 
weeks, whereas those for 1903 are for 52 weeks only, 
and the summary for the different counties of Great 
Britain is as follows :— 


1904, Counties. Outbreaks. Pigs killed. 
England 47 1041 4910 
Wales 68 229 
Scotland 9 87 464 

Great Britain 64 1196 5603 

19038. 
England 46 1329 7183 
Wales 7 73 210 
Scotland 10 76 540 

Great Britain 63 1478 7933 


The total of 1196 outbreaks,in 1904 is the lowest 0” 
record for any year since the commencement of the 
Board’s operations against swine fever, being lower PY 
282 than the total for 1903. The average number Pe 
week in Great Britain was in 1904, 22°6; and in ." : 
28°4. The marked improvement in the figures ™ 
occurred principally in the last quarter of the | peat 
Outbreaks were detected last year in 64 counties ip 
Great Britain and for the first time since 1893 no SIDE” 
county is debited with more than 100 outbreaks. the 
West Riding of Yorkshire heads the list with 96, but 
figures for that county in the previous year Wer ©) 
whilst in the whole of Yorkshire there were only 18° sd 
breaks as against 365 in 1903. In two English a nat 
Westmorland and Rutland, there were no outbrea aon 
all in either 1904 or 1903. In London, where there a 
no outbreaks in 1903, there were 4 in 1904, in connet i 
with which 16 pigs were slaughtered. There was #2" 
crease in the number of outbreaks in the eee 
Bucks, Durham, Huntingdon, Lancaster, a 
Suffolk, and Wilts., but decreases in Chester, G yon 
ter, Middlesex, Norfolk, Oxford, Somerset, War took 
Worcester, and Yorkshire. Little or no change 
place in Wales, and the increase of 11 overt the rm wat 
year in the total number of outbreaks in Scotlan Ayr 


due to the prevalence last year of the disease i 


shire.— Yorkshire Post. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 tro 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


 Foot- | Glanaers | Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Canes cep; Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- |] Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks| mals. pce mals. |breaks| mals. Dogs. | Other cy breaks. | tered * 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Jan. 28 23 | 37 38 8 42 

1904... 24 34 30 53 { 117 33 237 
Correspouding week in 1903 .. 22 42 84 30 134 
1902. 15 | 32 2 i 509) .. 92 151 
Total for 4 weeks, 1905 83 | 165 96 172 210 47 170 
1904 .. | 83 106 102.219 | 412 122 9-714 

Corresponding period in 1908... 61 95 72 8152 | 385 125 668 
1902... 64 | 99 95 209 2 384 152 1032 

Board of Ayvriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 3ist, 1905. 

IRELAND. Week ending Jan. 21 | fol 17 | 2 12 
1904 a 5 3 15 

Corresponding Week in 190% - 9 1 2z 
1902 2] 2 4 48 

{ 

Total for 3 weeks. 1905 ‘ 
(1904 1 1 58 7 172 

Corresponding yeriod in ~- 1903 59 1 26 
(1902 2) 2 78 8 155 


Epizootic Lymphangitis, Week ending Jan. 14, 2 cases. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Jan. 26th, 1905, 


Nore.—The figures for the Curreot Year are approxitnate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 


POISONOUS HORSE FOOD. 
Castor Om Beans Kitt Five Horses. 


glint Hy. Chard and Samuel Dymond, trading under 
re name of the St. Philip’s Milling Company, were 
— before Messrs. C. B. Colthurst and W. H. 
~ sell? at the Bristol Police Court on January 30th, 
tained Ing as food for cattle compressed corn which con- 
ied crushed oil plant seeds deleterious to cattle. 
the a my Beaver, of Wootton Bassett, prosecuted for 
pe ricultural Committee of the Wilts County Council, 
e defendants, who admitted the offence, were re- 
ty by Mr. W. A. Roberts. 

1, ., -eaver, in stating his case, said that during July 
of i ged the defendants ‘sold a quantity of mixture 
chased by oe, of Devizes. A quantity was pur- 

aving th Mr. King from Mr. Sainsbury, the former 

a contract for carrying the mails from Devizes 

Bes — on Salisbury Plain. No fewer than five 
were take from having partaken of the food. They 
stables San ill that they were unable to regain the 
Munroe ; ee of the food were submitted to Dr. 
quantity he sath, and he found a very considerable 
Who w crushed oil beans. A veterinary surgeon 

as called in to see the horses 


“pect the cause of the illness. It was found that the 
' Deans, veterinary surgeon, Bishop Auckland, claimed 


Mxtu A 
have hag ontained castor oil beans, which should not 


a 
poo heres In this foodstuff. They were not there b 


the on nor were they material which had grown wit 
With the inte *y must have been put into the mixture 
il bean woot Of making up the bulk. The castor 
horses whieh’ In itself, very dangerous, but one or two 
ch partook of the food, probably owing to the 
were not worked after it | The 


fact that the 


also had reason to: 


; whole of the food was destroyed when its dangerous 


character was discovered. Dr. Munroe said that the 
food contained a 1} per cent. mixture of the beans, 
which were so virulent that an animal had been known 
to die after eating three of them. 

Mr. Herbert Sainsbury, a corn merchant, of Devizes, 
who purchased some of the food, also gave evidence. 

Mr. Roberts, for the defendants, said they admitted 
all responsibility, and they had paid compensation in all 
to the extent of £300 for the harm that had been done. 
The firm bought the beans with a quantity of other 
material, and a country doctor, who was asked if the 
beans would be harmful when mixed with other food 
said he thought not. Some 200lbs. of beans were mixed 
with 70 quarters of other material, giving a percentage 
of about 1.60. Mr. Roberts asked that as the firm had 
had to suffer so much by paying compensation a nominal 
fine should be inflicted. 

The magistrates said that they were satisfied the 
offence was the outcome of an accident, and fined the 
defendants £5 5s., and £12 12s. costs.—Bristol Times 
and Mirror. 


A VETERINARY SURGEON’S CHARGES. 


At the Newcastle County Court, James Gowans 


£23 4s. 6d. for professional services from John Turnbull, 
horse dealer, St. Mary’s Terrace, Newcastle. 

It was alleged that the charges were excessive, while 
plaintiff justified the higher fees on the ground that he 
was a specialist, and had come to Newcastle from Bishop 


Auckland and Scotland. 


Mr. Elphick, called by the defendant, said he thought 
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the account was an exaggerated one. As a rule a/|that a qualified man deficient in horsemanship may and 
veterinary surgeon would discharge 2s. 6d. for a visit and | does make himself ridiculous at the expense of his own or 
9s. 6d. for the medicine. his employer’s clients, an exhibition which can be easily 
His Honour remarked that his opinion was that a|temedied if is so desired, and if the remedy is applied at 
man’s calling in the village “ vet.” to his horse was very | the proper time.—I remain, yours faithfully, os 
much more expensive than calling in the doctor for -B.C.V.S. 
himself. 
Witness admitted to Mr. Meynell that Mr. Deans was 
a skilled operator. He knew that he had made a spec- | sir, 
iality of one operation, which he carried out most suc-| I have read the correspondence between Mr. Gray and 
cessfully in various parts of the country. Mr. Mayall as to whether it is necessary for a dog suffering 
Mr. Sieoaell : Under those circumstances don’t you | from true distemper to have acutaneouseruption. Ishould 
think it 1s reasonable to charge higher fees ? like to state that in my experience, now extending over 30 
Witness : I am sorry that I cannot get them. years, it is the exception and not the rule for a canine dis- 
His Honour: There .is a good deal in personal | temper patient to have an eruption on the skin. In cases 


DISTEMPER. 


audacity. where the skin does become affected I have generally noticed 
Witness said that | hey he was a little more modest | it is in young puppies.—Yours faithfully, i te ail 
4 ELL, 
than Mr. Deans. It was unfortunate, for had he had 55, Elizabeth Street, Eaton Square, 8.W. 


the audacity to charge higher fees he might have retired 

many years ago. There was no harm in Mr. Deans 

charging at a high rate if he could get it. 

Mr. Henry Hunter thought the charges seemed very 

by exorbitant. 
Judgment for plaintiff for £20 1s. 6d. — Hvening 


February 2nd. 


Sir, 

If Mr. Gladstone Mayall, instead of attempting to distort 
my views by quoting a word or part or a sentence from my 
writings on distemper cr by imputing motives, were to 


Chronicle (Newcastle). 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE VETERINARY SURGEON AS A HORSEMAN. 
Sir, 

It is always an advantage in every discussion for the one 
side to deliberately place itself in the position of its op- 
ponent and to look upon the matter from the other point of 
view. . The feat is not always an easy one, but whether it 
is successfully accomplished or not, the result is generally a 
moderation in tone and a more considerate attitude on 
either side. I think, now, both ‘Shanks’ Mare’’ and my- 
self have endeavoured to do this, and in the main we are 
agreed, except on one or two points upon which perhaps if 
we argue indefinitely we shall get ‘no forrarder’’ (the 
“sporting element’’ again!!!), as we both hold to our 
opinion. 

Although I have advocated the the riding of horses for 
their wind in many cases, I am in agreement with 
‘Shanks’ Mare ’’ that it is not impossible to form a reliable 
opinion without so doing, and I admit that there must of 
necessity be occasions in which it is not possible or con- 
venient to ride the horse. Furthermore, I may add that 
I have granted many certificates for soundness or unsound- 
ness in wind without riding the animals, and, this being so, 
it would be invidious in me to proclaim that the onty way 
to examine a horse’s wind is to ride him; but my point is, 
that where doubt exists and suspicion arises, the most 
satisfactory way is to get up and ride him yourself. 
“Shanks’ Mare’’ wishes toknow “where is the distinct 
advantage that the horseman is supposed to possess’? =I 
say that the distinct advantage that he widoubtedly possesses 
is that he hears every respiration ; he can regulate the pace 
as he requires it, and he can do a multitude of things in the 
saddle to satisfy himself that he cannot do by standing on 
the ground, and shouting out orders to a groom to do them 
for him. I should have preferred ‘Shanks’ Mare’’ to 
take a more charitable view of “the sporting element,’ and 
I cannot admit that ‘sporting and science are seldom 
joined, etc.,’’ as I can disabuse his mind on this point, but 
you, sir, with your usual courteous stern impartiality have 
kindly interceded and declared “ honour to have been satis- 
fied’’ on both sides. I take it from this that the discus- 
sion should be closed, and I therefore make these last re- 
marks on the subject. 

Again assuring you that any remarks I have made were 
not intended as personalities, although they may have been 
misconstrued as such, but to point out what “ A Provincial 
Veterinary Surgeon ’’ has last week pointed out also, viz., 


answer my question, ‘‘ How did he discover the absence of 


eruption or any other phenomenon before he was called in 
to see his isolated, far advanced cases ?’’ appearing in your 
issue of January 21st, perhaps some advance would be made 
in the knowledge of the early clinical history of the disease. 

He appears to me to evade this question by asking 
another, to which I will reply by adding one more: 

Does he not quote three isolated cases to illustrate his 
view of the subject? 

No. 1, was a harrier ; No. 2, a spaniel ; and No. 3, a fox- 
terrier. Each of these had a different owner, living apart 
from one another, therefore they must be isolated cases. 

No. 1, he tells us, ‘‘ started with characteristic discharge 
from nose and eyes, and cough.”’ 

No. 2 treated “for broncho-pneumonia and discharge from 
the eyes.”’ 

No. 3 “exhibited the nasal discharge and glued eyes see! 
so often.’’ 

Surely Mr. Gladstone Mayall does not deny that these 
three dogs exhibiting these symptoms when he saw them 
weren't far advanced cases ? 

Henry Gray. 

23 Upper Phillimore Place, W. 

Jan. 28th, 1905. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES’ MEMOS. AND LABELS. 


Sir, 

Lenclose sample of printed matter supplied to vetermary 
surgeons by the insurance company. It is of course & 
advertisement for the company, but does not stiike me %& 
adding dignity to the veterinary profession, to say ‘é 
least of it.—Yours faithfully. 

W. E. Li. 


[We cannot spare the space to reproduce the sample 
memos. and labels, but this probably hides no informs 
tion as all on the Register will have received copies. h 
requires time to rise from the little-tradesman-style to "* 
more asthetic professional form.—Eb. } 


ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED.—Messts. J- 
J. Holland, F.Hobday, W.R.Jermyn, A.J. Sess 
H. Lomas, F, W. Emery, F.T. Barton. F. E. 4 

The Carlisle Journal, The Kentish Gazette. Bristol Time’ 
The Yorkshire Post. 


Original articles and reports should be written 0” et 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publicatio” 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 F 
Road, S.W. 


